
1) Where can a description of U.S. citizens' civil
liberties be found?

A. Declaration of Independence

B. Preamble to the Constitution

C. Pledge of Allegiance

D. Bill of Rights

2) The statement below is from a political party
platform.

We, the workers and our allies, need to take
power from the hands of the wealthy few, their
corporations, and their political operatives.

Which political party's position is represented in the
statement?

A. Communist

B. Democratic

C. Republican

D. Socialist

3) The diagram below describes a cause that led to
the writing of the Declaration of Independence.
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Which action completes the diagram?

A. Colonial agriculture trade increases.

B. Colonial religious devotion increases.

C. Colonial demand for political change increases.

D. Colonial demand for military assistance
increases.

4) The passage below was written by James
Madison in 1787.

Extend the sphere, and you take in
a great~r variety of parties and
interests; you makeit less probable
that a majority of the whole will have
a common motive to invade the
rights of other citizens; ...

Source: Federalist Paper #10

Based on this passage, what change in modern

political society would Madison support?

A. Expanding the size of the Cabinet

B. Expanding the size of the Electoral College

C. Expanding the number of candidates in
campaigns

D. Expanding the role of special interest groups in
campaigns

5) Which statement supports the Anti-Federalists in
the struggle over ratification of the U.S.
Constitution?

A. The Constitution should limit state government.

B. The Constitution should protect fundamental
rights.

C. The Constitution should create a strong national
government.

D. The Constitution should prevent the election of
amateur politicians.

6) How did the U.S. Constitution solve a problem
created by the Articles of Confederation?

A. It avoided the issue of states' rights.

B. It allowed the states to elect representatives.

C. It prevented the amendment of federal laws.

D. It enabled the federal government to collect
taxes.



7) The diagram below shows steps leading to a
historical event.

Which event completes the diagram?

A. Declaration of Independence

B. Articles of Confederation

C. Annapolis Convention

D. Whiskey Rebellion

8) Why did Parliament eventually repeal the Stamp
Act. which taxed goods such as newspapers and
playing cards?

A. The colonists established a blockade against
British goods.

B. The colonists were able to produce their own
goods.

C. The colonists started destroying British goods.

D. The colonists began boycotting British goods.

9) What right do citizens have?

A. attending public schools

B. owning property

C. holding a job

D. voting

10) The illustration below shows a legal document.
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Why are citizens obligated to respond to such
documents?

A. to guarantee court hearings remain public

B. to guarantee courts provide probable cause

C. to protect the constitutional right to be tried by
one's peers

D. to protect the constitutional right to confronts
one's accuser

___ I
11) What is a responsibility of the U.S. Senate in
foreign policy?

A. nominating ambassadors

B. introducing tax bills

C. negotiating treaties

D. ratifying treaties

12) Which action is an example of a foreign-policy
decision?

A. Congress increased providing support to newly
arrived immigrants.

B. The president requested a law to regulate
pollution near international borders.

C. Congress raised educational standards to make
students competitive in a global market.

D. The president Signed an executive order
restorinq relations with a communist government.

13) Below is a graph about high school graduation
rates in the United States.

Average Freshman Graduation Rate
for Public High School Students

Source: Adapted from National Center for Education
Statistics
Which long term domestic policy goal is reflected in
the graph?

A. career preparation

B. physical fitness

C. racial equality

D. public safety



14) The statement below was made by Thomas
Jefferson in a 1786 letter to John Jay.

... our liberty. whicb COWlolbe guarded but by lbe freedom of Ule press ...

Why should this freedom be guarded?

A. to provide the news media with a guaranteed
profit

B. to keep the news media from controlling the
political process

C. to provide the government with an accurate
information source

D. to keep the government from becoming the
primary information source

15) The passage below is one of the grievances

found in the Declaration of Independence.

For protecting them, by a
mock Trial, from punishment
for any Murders which they
should commit on the
Inhabitants of these States

Source:
u.s. National Archives and Records Administratio

Which rights listed in the Bill of Rights reflects this
complaint?

A. due process of law, assistance of counsel,
speedy and public trial

B. equal protection, assistance of counsel, speedy
and public trial

C. bear arms, due process of law, speedy and
public trial

D. bear arms, equal protection, speedy and public
trial

16) Which right is NOT mentioned in the U.S.
Constitution?

A. petition the government

B. due process of the law

C. trial by jury

D. privacy

17) The passage below about government in
from Federalist No. 51.

If men were angels, no government would be necessary.If angels were to govern
men, neither exteroal nor internal controls on govennnent would be necessary ....
the great difficulty lies in this: YOIl must first enable the government to control
the governed; and in the next place oblige it 10 control itself.

How are the author's views from this passage
applied in the U.S. Constitution?

A. The U.S. Constitution limits the rights of the
people.

B. The U.S. Constitution limits the power of the
federal government.

C. The U.S. Constitution requires the states to
provide for the common defense.

D. The U.S. Constitution requires the government
to promote the general welfare.

18) The timeline below shows events related to the
death penalty.

Year Event
1957-1972 Several states abolish the death penalty.
196"8 The U.S. Supreme-Court forbids jurors

from being dismissed because they
oppose the death penalty.

1988 The U.S. Supreme Court rules the death
penalty for persons 16 and under to be
unconstitutional.

1994 President Clinton signs a crime bill that
allows expanded use of the death penalty.

1996 Death penalty by hanging and by gas
chamber ends.

2012 Connecticut repeals the death penalty

What constitutional protections have resulted from
these events?

A. Constitutional protections from cruel and
unusual punishment are safeguarded while
executions continue.

B. Constitutional protections from cruel and
unusual punishment are limited while executions
continue.

C. Constitutional protections of due process of law
are safeguarded while executions continue.

D. Constitutional protections of due process of law
are limited while executions
continue.



19) Which documents influenced the colonists'
views of government?

A. Common Sense, Articles of Confederation,
Declaration of the Rights of Man

B. Virginia Declaration of Rights, Common Sense,
Bill of Rights .

C. Magna Carta, Mayflower Compact, Common
Sense

D. Magna Carta, Iroquois Constitution, Common
Sense

20) The diagram below shows that the colonists
formed some of their political views from some
historical documents.

Limited
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Which phrase completes the diagram?

A. separation of powers

B. economic freedom

C. self-government

D. individual rights

21) The passage below was written by Thomas
Paine in his 1776 pamphlet, Common Sense.

And as he hath shown himself such an ... enen
to liberty, and discovered such a thirst for
power, is he, or is he not, a proper man ·to say
these colonies, "You shall make no laws but wh
I please"?

Source: U.S. National Archives and Records
Administration
Based on this passage, how is the author's view

reflected in the U.S. political system?

A. The monarchy creates limited government.

B. The monarchy supports self-government.

C. Representatives are appointed.

D. Representatives are elected.

22) How did the passage of the Voting Rights Act
of 1965 impact political participation?

A. All person who passed a literacy test could now
vote.

B. All children of foreign citizens could now vote.

C. All African-Americans could now vote.

D. All women could now vote.

23) The photograph below illustrates an event in
U.S. history.

Source: Library of Congress

What was Congress' response to the social
movement symbolized in the photograph?

A. decreased commerce opportunities

B. increased economic opportunities

C. increased religious opportunities

D. decreased military opportunities
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